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had his frisks and capers; and if we had an opportunity of examining the retirement of the strictest , philosophers, no doubt but we should find perpetual returns of those passions they so artfully conceal from the public. I remember Machiavel observesx, that every state should entertain a perpetual jealousy of its neighbours, that so it should never be unprovided when an emergency happens; in like manner should the _reason be perpetually on its guard against the passions, and never suffer them to carry on any design that may be destructive of its security; yet at the same time it must be, careful, that it don't so far break their strength as to render them contemptible, and consequently itself unguarded.
The understanding being of itself too slow and lazy to exert itself into action, it's necessary it should be put in motion by the gentle gales of the passions, which may preserve it from stagnating and corruption; for they are as necessary to the health of the mind, as the circulation of the animal spirits is to the health of the body; they keep it in life, and strength, and vigour; nor is it possible for the mind to perform its offices without their assistance. These motions are given us with our being, they are little spirits that are born and die with us; to some they are mild, easy, and gentle, to others wayward and unruly, yet never too strong for the reins of reason and the guidance of judgment.
^ We may generally observe a pretty nice proportion between the strength of reason and passion; the greatest geniuses have commonly the strongest affections, as, on the other hand, the weaker understandings have generally the weaker passions; and 'tis fit the fury of the coursers should not be too great for the strength of the charioteer. Young men whose passions are not a little unruly, give small hopes of their ever being considerable; the fire of youth will of course abate, and is a fault, if it be a fault, that mends every day; but surely unless a man has fire in youth, he can hardly have warmth in old age. We must therefore be very cautious, lest while we think to regulate the passions, we should quite extinguish them, which
1 The Prince, chap. xiv.